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Abstract:

Measles persists in Europe despite the incorporation of the measles vaccine
into routine childhood vaccination programmes more than 20 years ago. Our
aim was therefore to review the epidemiology of measles in relation to the
goal of elimination by 2010. National surveillance institutions from 32
European countries submitted data for 2006-07. Data for age-group,
diagnosis confirmation, vaccination, hospital treatment, the presence of
acute encephalitis as a complication of disease, and death were obtained.
30 countries also supplied data about importation of disease.

[

Text:
Summary

Background Measles persists in Europe despite the incorporation of the
measles vaccine into routine childhood vaccination programmes more than 20
years ago. Our aim was therefore to review the epidemiology of measles in
relation to the goal of elimination by 2010.

Methods National surveillance institutions from 32 European countries
submitted data for 2006-07. Data for age—-group, diagnosis confirmation,
vaccination, hospital treatment, the presence of acute encephalitis as a
complication of disease, and death were obtained. 30 countries also
supplied data about importation of disease. Clinical, laboratory-confirmed,
and epidemiologically linked cases that met the requirements for national
surveillance were analysed. Cases were separated by age: younger than 1
year, 1-4 years, 5-9 years, 10-14 years, 15-19 years, and older than 20
years. Countries with indigenous measles incidence per 100 000 inhabitants
per year of 0, less than 0?1, 0?1-1, and more than 1 were grouped into
categories of zero, low, moderate, and high incidence, respectively.

Findings For the 2 years of the study, 12 132 cases of measles were
recorded with most cases (n=10 329; 85%) from five countries: Romania,
Germany, UK, Switzerland, and Italy. Most cases were unvaccinated or
incompletely vaccinated children; however, almost a fifth were aged 20
years or older. For the same 2 years, seven measles-related deaths were
recorded. High measles incidence in some European countries revealed
suboptimum vaccination coverage. Of the 210 cases that were reported as
being imported, 117 (56%) came from another country within Europe and 43
(20%) from Asia.
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Panel: Top ten countries identified as a source of measles importation
into Europe (2006-07)

Number of cases (2006)

Ukraine (17), Thailand (13), Italy (11), Pakistan (8), India (8),
Romania (6), Spain (6), Germany (5), Morocco (4), Ethiopia (4)

Number of cases (2007)

Switzerland (13), UK (10), Germany (9), Spain (7), Italy (6), India
(5), Pakistan (4), Thailand (4), China (3), Ethiopia (3)
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